It is appropriate to begin with some religious functions before digcy
social, psychological, and expressive functions. Four important religioys

tions are (1) hierophanic (to reveal somet ing holy or sacred); (2) numing
(to elkitandreinfomamofmmdﬂnimdtm espect to the diyine
(3) ritualistic (to give a narrative explaining and justifying ritual actions)
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ily see how these two myths function religiously in ull of these ways
ritualistic function may not be obvious to you now, N next
we shall examine two rituals, the Akitu and Passover, that are
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