5.3 TYPES AND FUNCTIONS

There are a number of different ways to classify rituals. Typologies are not
true or false, they are more or less useful. The typology | provide here derives
from Anthony Wallace, an anthropologist, who argues that ritual behavior
is the primary and most fundamental aspect of religion, and it can usefully
be understood as purposeful or goal-directed behavior. (See “Suggestions for
Further Reading”) Religious rituals aim to bring about or to prevent
changes and therefore can be classified in terms of the kinds of changes or
transformations they are thought to cause or prevent. As | describe Wallace’s
categories and give examples, see if you can extend the list of examples based
on your own knowledge and experience.

1. Technological rituals seek to produce or prevent a change of state
in nature so that humans benefit in some way. Examples include rain
dances, fertility rites, hunting rituals, prayers for good weather, rituals
fori msunng a good harvest, and the like.

- B i utic rituals seek to produce a change in
the state of human health, either to heal the sick or bring sickness to the
healthy. Examples include laying on of hands, anointing, witchcraft and
so-called voodoo rites, prayers for health, and a vast variety of healing
rituals using eggs, hcrbs special ointments, dancing, singing, and
sweating.

3. Ideological rituals seek social control by changing the mood, behavior,
Sentiments, motivations, and values of people, usually for the sake of the
community as a whole. Examples include rites of passage, taboos that
are ritually transmitted, teaching, preaching, studying sacred scriptures,
and even “rituals of rebellion,” such as carnival, Mardi Gras, and days of
the dead (Halloween).
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mﬂnﬁd or lost state to a spiritually saved state that pro-

vides freedom from sin, corruption, ignorance, and the like. Examples

include baptism, communion, spirit possession, meditation, conversion,
and altar calls. ;

S.Rnnulinﬁon seek to revitalize a culture or a religion seen as

- "&ying or in the process of being lost. They try to do for the community
uaulmkwlntﬂlvm rituals do for the individual. These are not

M, bum m@lt be called ritual movements umlm a

- : Examples include messianic movements like

< mrmtalm:(]mslimﬁy Newreliglm
ple call “cults”), such as the Unification
. Political and religious movements




