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Judicial Branch

Signed in convention September 17, 1787. Ratified June 21, 1788. A portion of Article
[, Section 2, was changed by the 11th Amendment

Section 1

The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme

Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time

ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts,
shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times,

receive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished

during their Continuance in Office.

Read Interpretations of Article I,

. Learn More
Section1

Section 2

The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under
this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or
which shall be made, under their Authority;--to all Cases affecting
Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;--to all Cases of
admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;--to Controversies to which the United
States shall be a Party;--to Controversies between two or more States;--
between a State and Citizens of another State;--between Citizens of
different States;--between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under
Grants of different States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof, and

foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls,
and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have
original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme
Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such

Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make.
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The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment; shall be by Jury;
and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have
been committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall

be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.

Read Interpretations of Article I,
Section 2

Section 3

Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War against

them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No

Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two

Witnesses to the same overt Act,_.or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but
no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except

during the Life of the Person attainted.

Read Interpretations of Article llI,

Section 3
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The Drafting Table

Explore key historical documents that inspired the Framers of the Constitution and each amendment during the drafting process, the early drafts

and major proposals behind each provision, and discover how the drafters deliberated, agreed and disagreed, on the path to compromise and the
final text.
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C View Classroom Materials >

Teach the Constitution in your classroom with nonpartisan resources including videos, lesson plans, podcasts, and more. Check out our classroom
resources organized by each article or amendment, and by key constitutional questions.

Media Library: Article lli

More Media

Live At America's Town Hall Podcast @ Town Hall Video °

Justice Louis Brandeis: American Prophet RBG in Song; An Evening with U.S. Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
featuring a Special Performance

Feb 18 Dec 17

Blog Post E Educational Video E

Marbury v. Madison and the independent Dred Scott v. Sandford
Supreme Court
The 1857 Supreme Court case Dred Scott v. Sandford inflamed

sectional tensions over slavery and propelled the United States

On February 24, 1803, Chief Justice John Marshall issued the
toward...

Supreme Court's decision in Marbury v. Madison, establishing the...

Feb 24 Sep 6
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Carry the Constitution in Your Pocket! Download the App

The Interactive Constitution is available as a free app on your mobile device.

Z Download on the
[ ¢ App Store
[cagige]]
‘ P Google Play ‘

Visit the National Constitution Center

Find out about upcoming programs, exhibits, and educational initiatives on the National Constitution Center’s website.
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Support the Interactive Constitution

The National Constitution is a private nonprofit. Please support@ mission of increasing awareness and understanding of the U.S.

Stay Informed

Get the National Constitution Center's weekly
roundup of constitutional news and debate.

Enter Email

E NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER
Independence Mall 525 Arch Street Philadelphia, PA 19106
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